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GULF COAST ASSOCIATION OF GEOLOGICAL SOCIETIES
REPORT OF THF, PRESIDENT
1960

This year the Gulf Coast Association of Geological Societies is celebrating its tenth
anniversary. In this interval the membership of the participating societieg, has grown to
become the second largest geological organization in the United States. It is surpassed by
the American Association of Pefroleum Geologists (AAPG).

The Gulf Coast Association (GCAGS) was originated by Earl B. Noble, President of
AAPG in 1045-46. He suggested at the annual meeting of AAPG held in Chicago in 1946
that the Mississippi Geological Society organize and act as host for an experimental re-
gional meeting of AAPG. It was Mr. Noble’s concern that the AAPG was becoming too
large. Membership in AAPG at that time was slightly more than 4,000, the size of GCAGS
today.

The first and tenth meetings were held in the Buena Vista Hotel on almost the same
dates—October 24 and 25, 1946. On the program were such speakers as: J. B. Storey, the
immediate past president of the Mississippi Geological Society during whose term the
meeting had iis inception; Urban B. Hughes: Frederick F, Mellen, then President of the
Mississippi Geological Society; Watson H. Monroe; Clyde W, Alexander; Grover Murray,
Jr.; Henry V. Howe; E. D. Pressler; F. Stearns MacNeil; Paul Weaver; C. L. Moody; Fred
W. Bates; A. M. Lloyd; A. M. Current; F. R. Shroeder; George P. Zebal and Tom McGloth-
lin. With such a distinguished group of geologists laying the foundation, it is no surprise
that the organization has flourished.

Following this Regional Meeting, similar ones were held in San Antonio, November
5 and 6, 1947; Houston, December 2 and 3, 1948; and Biloxi again on October 12-14, 1940,

In 1950 the meeting was no longer designated a regional meeting of the AAPG, but was
for the first time held under the auspices of the GCAGS. The organization was composed
of eight geological societies, each an affiliate of AAPG. The original societies were New
Orleans, the host society, Corpus Christi, Houston, Tyler, Shreveport, Lake Charles, La-
fayette and Jackson. In 1952, Baton Rouge was added, in 1954, San Antonio or the South
Texas Geological Society, and Tallahassee or the Southeastern Geological Society, and in
1956, Beaumont joined. The year 1959 marked our first casualty when Baton Rouge drop-
ped out.

Last year for the first time AAPG was asked to designate the GCAGS meeting as its
Gulf Coastal Area Regional Meeting. This year the designation has again been made re-
garding this meeting. ‘

In 1953 the constitution was adopted and officers were elected. Between 1950 and 1953
the organization was governed by the Chairman of the Steering Committee, in each case
the representative to GCAGS from the host society.

The organization was founded so that subjects and probiems which were common to
the Gulf Coast Region, but did not necessarily pertain to the national organization, could
receive the publicity they so richly deserved. In this function it bas performed exceedingly
well,

Through financial support to the Gulf Coast Section of SEPM and with the ccopera-

- tion of the local member societies, the location or relocation and descriptions of the type

locality for each formation within the Gulf Coast is at present being undertaken, 'This pro-
ject needs our fullest cooperation. ‘

The financial status of the organization as of the middle of July was as follows:

$5,627.85 of 2% % United States Government Bonds which mature in 1965

$5.163.08 on deposit at First Federal Savings and Loan, J ackson, Mississippl bearing
4% interest .

$5,311.01 checking account in First National Bank, Jackson, Mississippi
Inventory at Cambe Tog Library located in Houston, Texas is valued at $27,591.00

It has indeed been an honor and pleasure to have served you this year as your Presi-
dent. May those who follow me in this capacity be as fortunate in receiving the coopera-
tion and assistance which have aided me so greatly during my term of office,

M. F. KIRBY
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